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By Bob Stcpno 

Several "virtual oommunities" of 
boaters inte!1leet on the World Wide 
Web page8 operated by San Francis­
oo's Walt Bilofsky, and like members 
of more conventional yaobt clubs, the 
participants migbt even be re«>g­
nized on the water by their burgees 
fluttering in the breeze 
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Tho; bright blue triangle with a gold- l~~~'~~~~~'-,=':"~~=-~~~~~~~~'~~~:::~'l.':"=~~=-_ en bear and the letters "CD" is for the H.2mt N'n& mew Burne< &, Hal.!! When to boAA: 
Califomia Cape Dory Owners Aseocia-
t>on (CCOO), and the half·black, balf· 

wbite triangle 
with a royal blue 
circle i. the bur­
gee of......"boats; 
one of the oldest 
boating discus­
SIon groups on 
the Internet. 

Botb tbe rec 
boats and CCOO 
burgeu can be 

WattBllobky 

orde!'1l<l from Bilof.ky'. Web pages, 
but be'. quick to point out that aell . 
ing flags isn't the point at all. 
Tbe Cape Dory Web pages (bttp:!1 

www_toolworka.CQrnioapedory) pro· 
vide infonnation and conne<:tions to 
"orpha ned" Cape Dory owner. na · 
tionwide, notjUilt the 60 or so mem­
berB of tb e Ca lifornia Cape Dory 
Owner. AIIsociation itself, of wbicb 
Bilofsk y r ece ntly be oame oom_ 
modore . Tbo CCDO Web pages in· 
eludo Hew of nowe and events, a log. 
book of phot08 from past dub gather­
ings. and Inlormatlon abOut other 
Cape Dory resources - from parts 

SOftwa .... consultanl, wrIter, photographer and web- Calliornia Cape Dory Owne .. Auoclatlon. The site 
master Walt BlloIsky has designed a Web page lor !he provides Information to Cape Dory owners nationwide. 

euppliers to other owner organiza­
tions like the Lake Michigan Cape 
Dory Owners AIIsociation and the 
Cape Dory Sailboat Owners Associa· 
tion, located on Cheaapeake Bay. 
The Web pag"" themsclvea have no 

geographio boundarie ... They are a 
re!!Ouroe for people anywhere 
wbo want to swap ques· 
tions and answers about 
tbe Cape Dory line of 
boats. a s long as they 
oan \.ap into the World 
Wide Web (whicb you 
Ca n do at many public 
librruie. tbese days). 

While mOlit Web page. 
are a one-way affair, Bilor· 
sky. founde r of n success ful 
oofl:wnre CQmpany, has spliced in a 
program that allows readers to add 
their own meesagtl8 to a "Cape Dol)' 
Information Ex<ho.nge" page_ Anyone 
WIth a queroon about cabm WlTlng or 
bilge pump problems - or !!Omoon .. 

shopping for a Cape Dwy - can))Ol!t Tbe Cape Dory Information Ex· 
a mea-s-agc and later readers can add change is similar to the larger«ale 
their replies . (See http://www.twl- boating discus.ions that have been 
y,-ork$.CQrnieapedoryJbboardl) going on for a decade or more 

"If you only look at one of our Web througb the Internel's ·Usenet" or 
pages, this is the one," Bilofsky "News" bulletin boards, 
said. in an electronic mail inter- Onoe available only to university 

view, "a pe.fect illustration and CQrporate network connections, 
of what the Web can do th e bulle tin board . are available 

for owners of a make of today tbrough moat Internet service 
boats, particularly onO providers , Some Internet"""""" oom­
where the factory and panies prov ide a separate "news 
dealer s upport ia gone ..... ader" program_ The a.ame "brow •. 
but the darn bonta e r" programs that acces. the Web. 
were built so stron g such as Netscnpe and MictOl!Oft In· 

there a ..... tena of thou_ ternet Explorer, also oan read the 
sands around ." News bulletin board • . (Instead of a 

In fact, "omO of tho first Web address like "http://toolworks . 
messages on tbe "excha nge" oom/bilofsky,. for example, brow"",," 

page were from Vennont and New nddreu ne wsgroup s in the form 
Hampshire, considerably oIose r to "news:!/roc.boate".) The main differ. 
the now·dtfunct Cape 001)' compa· enoee are that unlike picture-filled 
ny's old home port in Massachusetts Web pngcIl, "New." ill a dialogue, and 
nnd ifa tbundeY8 .ucccosor confj5!ll~fiili"i1Ij'"WXt -=--- ooselitmuy a iUHIi 
in Maine, Robinhood Yachts. ofpublic--discussion electronio mail. 

Bob Bruce 
brings the CD 
Typhoon Sr. 
22 Dorus Mor 
alongside 
the CD 27 
Skylarlt. at the 
Calilornia 
Cape Dory 
Qwnars 
Association 
annual 
.... ndezvous 
last summer. 

Although cape Dory owners were "'orphaned" when the company went out 
01 buslness,!he CCDO Web site contains Inlormatlon like thla apec sheet. 

Would-be Webmasters: 'Provide content' 
Walt Bilofaky i8 clearly having II 

good time _ both on the water and 
ontheWeb .... writer.~r, 
designer and pr-ogrammer for three 
booting·related Internet sites. 

The programming part is nothing 
new - he dates hi. computer days 
to wben tbe maohines had tuhe. 
Following the Silicon Valley model, 
he founded a oompany called S0ft­
ware Toolworl<a in his Los Angel"" 
garage in 1980. It eventually tun>e<I 
into Mind$cape, a very 8ucre •• ful 
software company known ror evel)'­
thing from typing tuwrial programs 
to cbeee gamps. 

For other boaters, clubs or boat 
businesses thinking of creating 
Web pages, Bilofoky has some ad­
vire: "Provide conoont - people are 
more llnd mOre looking to the Inter­
net as a primary information 

" /fyoujust want a presence, keep it simple. If you 
want to build traffic, figure out what people need that 
isn't already on the Internet" 

1I<>\lJW. Ifyoujuot want a p...",.,noo, 
keep it simple. If you want to build 
traffic. figure out whet people need 
that isn't already on the Internet." 

Bilefgky'. Cape Dory Infonnation 
Exohange i. a caSe in point. It 
draws dozens of messages (and 
""'''" of visits) a month. 1'hi$ kind 
of discussion board for a class of 
boat i. "n prime example of what 
the Web can do that can't be done 
nny other w8:J: heaay$ 

- Walt Bilofsky 

Bilof.ky, 50, is nO longer with 
Mindseape. He does !!Orne software 
CQnsuiting "between boat pl"Ojects" 
and;$ acti,'e on the boards ofa cou­
ple of nonprofit groups - a social 
serviWII ~ in a minority rom­
munity and a national nonsmokers' 
righlJ! group, also represented Gn 
hi. Web pageiI. 

BesideA hi. Capo Dory and ~c. 
boata burgee sites, he is webmas­
ter fur the 150-member Tiburon 

Yacht Club (http://www,tyc.org). 
And, no, he says, be hasn't rigged 

things up so he can spend time on 
the compuwr from his boat ; "When 
1 work, ! focus on work. When I 
relax, I focus on nothing. (Actually 
I focus on what the next boat pl"O,i­
e<:t should he .. )" 

Back asbore at the computer. Bil ­
of sky e.timaws that he spends a 
day or two a month on mainte­
nance of the Cape Dol)' Web siw. 
"It grow. incrementally whenever I 
get an attack of energy_ Probably I 
spent a couple of weeks of effort to 
get it started_ Little maintenance 
chores take a few minute. to half 
an hour. Adding a complete new 
page or a bunch of spco. might 
take haIfa day to two days.' 

- Bob Stepn<> 
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" All this illustrates how the Internet allows Cape 
Dory owners all around the country to support each 
other, which is kind 0/ handy since there are no more 
dealers and the darn boats last so long. " 

- Webmaster Walt Bilofsky 

From p .... yiola page 
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.·ec.boats 
International 
On-Line 
Museum 

The boating ~on on U~"'I' 
ne ... be"n u a single bulletin 
board caUed "rec.boau" about a 
decade .go. (The "....,. i8 the prefix 
fur all of the recreation.topic bulletin 
board8, not meant to ,uggeS! any 
water huards.) 

Linu to ROOo::~ on·line tite about 
hi. computerized·nomadic adven· 
tu ... are included in the burgoo mu · 
.. unt. A Hetch of Microehip, un~r 
development, alrudy .how¥ a 
...,c.boat. burgee. Microehip didn't 
have a burgee I<> trade. but Roberts 
lent along a Behemoth/Micro.hip 
T.,hirt that became part of the mu· 
~umartwork. 

Walt Bilolsky aet up this Web pag. to . howen. burgHS swapped 
through the "11IC._t. burvea~ Iita (httpilWww.looIworka.comrbtJrgoHI). 
H lnelu,," contribution. from U lor "","y" O' ....... ny and South Afr!u,. 

With the wider W!e of the Internet in 
the put few yeat8, rec.oo..l& proved iIO 
popular that il ,pawned 8pecialited 
area,: re.::.boatll_markelpla«. rec. 
boau..CI"IIi8ina: . ....,.boats .... d..,- and 
more. The ",neral ...."boau i •• liIl 
there, too. 
As an old .... nd al __ boal&. ailo(. 

.ky look on the job of offering 
burgeea to its participants. "Pleue 
mention thet I prefer people I<> swap 
rathM than buy them - it'. much 
mo.-e fun." Bilofflky""Y" 

The "re.::.boal-8 burg .... • Web page 
(htlpi/www.toolworkJo,,,,,m/burgM) 
"'prinl& burgoo d ... irner Dave Kin· 
zer', up)onation of hi. creation. 
whieh wa •• elected in a vole by 
"rec:,boal-8" followe ... in 1994 '"The 
Ill...., .phcre "'1""*"'1& the global na· 
ture of _,boal-8,"")'$ Kinter. in 0 
m-..ge r. ... t IKmI I<> ""'.bool-8 illlo!lf_ 
"Tho blDck and while background •• 
equnl in arM .• u,m from the diJ(itnl 
m~nnl of our communication, and 
tho round·tho·clock nature of our 
network_ Mnybe it al80 ""m ... f.-ent 
the POWer versus .oail diaousoiono fre­
quently _n here." 

When an on·1ine oo..aer owaPl' a club 
bul1l"" lOr a rec.oo..U! burgee, BiIoIioI<1 
add. a photograph of Ihe in"Omin, 
burgee and a short write-up about it. 
Tbe reoult iII.nother Web p&ge, "the 
roc_boau International On·Line Mu· 
.eum" at http://www ,loelworh 
eoml'ourgo;o.m.UlJIlUmntm 
The attractively photogr.phed eol· 

lection includ ... colorful """tributioM 
from .. far away 8JI Germany and 
South Mrica, and from v~ .. e>;. 
ntie .. S~e Robert..' "Mierothip: 
which Bi\ofiky de8cribes as -a 3O-1'oot 
trimaran wired to the gml with 
audio, vid~, radio and, of COUl'$<!, 

compute": (Roberts also creat«! a 
IOS·.peed recumbent bicycle packed 
with networked compute .. , weighing 
580 poundo and named "Behemoth.") 

'!be German """tributor "",t aloRa: 
• nag of the FTee SUIte of Saxony, 
oomplete with a """t of ...... dating 
to before Columhue. From doeer to 
home, the museum abo includes the 
flap of the Sauvie bland Yacht Club 
in Portland, Ore., and •• pecial one 
f<)l" iu, "l.adiefl Cruise," .. well as the 
burgw of the Steve,.. Yacht Club at 
the Slavens Institute of TllChnology, 
Hoboken, N.J. 

Bilofoky note. (with appropriate 
links to mOre information On the 
Web) that the achool wae foundO'd 
through a beqUMl of Edwin Stevena, 
I mt-mbet" of the oyndicate thai buill 

the y.cht America. which in 1851 
won the cup thAt It ill beano its name. 

While roc,boats h .. diversified into 
specialio:ed .ub-rroupo. a "t'/lC,boau,. 
capedory" might have too small an 
audionce, 10 laot fall Bilof.ky tnpped 
into an archi"" '" Weh-page-enhanc­
ing AOfunre (available via the Inter· 
net.. of (WfM) and adapted a dilK-uo. 
sian·_ pn>gram to create the Cape 
Dory Information Exchange. A3 lurn· 
mer approached, vi.ito .. were .liIl 
addin, repli •• to d~ion. begun 
in October, unlike ....,.boats discu.· 
SiOO8 whore the traffic is 80 heavy 
that m.....age& fade in a few day •. 

Still, Bilof-lky"r- hi8 page. hav~ 
been ,.."u,tenne- about 2,000 "hib~ or 
visiu a month. 
'!be Cape Dewy .. te includ ... draw· 

ing:o and .pec;:roeotiona from the """,. 

panY. long-out·of·print advertising 
material •• much of the material oenl 
to Bilof.ky by vi.ito .. to the Web 
pagCI. Other buyers of ulcd Cape 
Dol)'& have used the Web pa~ to 
track down ownero willing to help 
wm fInd <)I" copy the 0WIM!ra' manu· 
al th" Cape Dory pn:>rided when the 
boet wu new. 

"All thill illusu-ats how the Internet 
aU ...... Cape Dory owners all around 
the <:(luntry to oupport each other, 
which i. kind ofhandy .inoo !hero ... 
no mo.-e dealers and the darn boau 
lalt 80 long." the wcbmaatcr ""id. Hill 
own boat, Golden Phoenix, ill " 30· 
foot flybridge powerboat. 

Bilofsky has had a ~ttlc contact with 
the orisiDBl Cape Dory buil",,", .nd 
..,. th~yve been ""rdial, although 
not directly involved with the Web 
palrt"l. "My impre""ion i. that thoy 
an! Clln<:Cnlnttillil on bulklillil Robin· 
hood oailboots and not on tho pIIIt." 

A. for the readerA of hi. I,agol, 
Bilofsky reports retting"" couplo of 
encouraging e-mail" a month, and it"s 
nice when 8OmeonO mention. in a 
PMt on the I"formntien Exehnrl8e 
thai they appreciate having it" 
"Wh" ill moet ...,...-arding i. _ina: 

"II U- Capo Dory owncnI holpin" 
eaoh oth~r on the m ..... ~~ board, 
and knowing [ created. place thnt 
allowed nil U- connectionl to .... p­
pen_ A prof.....,r told me 30 yea .. "3" 
thnt th .... a ... many mo ... ule. for 
computenl than the ... a ... good u_ 
for rompute .. , Maybe that". why it'l 
80 I-/ltisfying I<> find a good one." 

Bob St~pno, 0 [t>rmn Soundi"lll 
.u.qr""/t'r, c"'"-tM W ..... (rom 1M 
Univ~rlity of No.tA Ca.o/ina 01 
CIwIH/ Hill. uIM ... h~ ;, a docton>l 
candimlte '" 1M Sclwol of Jou,."a/. 
i.m orul Mo¥" Ctmlmunicalion. He 
olIO moinlain. som. boatint Web 
~. oo-J on h~ earlie, Soundi"81 
(Jato Wow. ort.eks, at hllp:llww,u 
uIu:.f(iu / ~rlMUprUJ/bool' 

A powerboat a sea of sailboats 
How did" San F'rBr><:ioo:ooailoo' wind ~~:':~~~~~~~;?,~,';~~~~~~ 

up with a d .... ic 3O-foot poweroo.t 
launehed in New England walefl? 

Walt Bilofsky had owned "half ofa 
14·fool .Ioop" for a few yearo and 
he'd rented a houaeboat a couple of 
time •. nut when he moved to tho 
.horn of San Fundlco Bay in 
1990, he UYI, "a boat seemed 
mandatory." HiA tirot wu a 26·fOOl 
nybridp 8ayliner. which he ee.lIa", 
fabuloul boat fOT the .i.e and for 
theprioo. 
"It 11""'1 me I0Il ofthingB, pattieu. 

larJy what I .. ant«! in a San Fran· 
ciero Bay boat that it didn't have 
BoaU!willdothat: 

He .. timate. he looked 8t "every 
KOod quality 30· t<) 32·fool pewer· 
boat within 50 miles without find· 
ing the perfect boat" - until a local 
broker pointed him to a Cape Dory 
30 Rybridp in San Diego. "When I 
.... it, I thought. 'That boat .. ill 
.tand aut on Sao Francil"O aay." 
And it dan draw lots of compli. 

Wa lt 81Iofs ky'. 30-Ioot powerboet Golde n Phoenix "'u In the I 
ty I mong a num be r 01 " lI bolt •• t . C.pe Dory .. lIup In Augu s t 1996. 

mentro. The lin ... a.-e d ... ie. and it Cape Dory asoociation. ailofskJ' ""YII 
ill as oturdy as it loot..: he especially like. boating out to 

The Cape Dory il named Golden Angel bland, • OIate park in the 
Phoenix and crui ... with Ihe middle of San Fnu.ci8a> Bay, whe ... 
TIbu.-en Yacht Club as .. ell .1 the he can do oome hiking. Captain Walt 

(he got. his m .. ter'. ti<:enAe I .. t ~) 
slao admiu to -~Iy wrIJ·lay. 
ine the odd aalmon lUI it heads upriv' 
er in the fall with lust in itroeye." 

The California Cape Dory Ownero 
AMoc:iation WM born when Bilof$ky 
met two mOn) Cap$ Dory OWnC .... at 
a S~n Fr.ncisco marina - Mike 
Fshy, .kipper of a 28 flybridge 
powerboat. and Sandy Smith, who 
BiloQky")'$ ~'aliy had talked into. 
3O-root nr.oc.onailer. "We had a th.-­
boat rendezvous in '94 and grew 
from there. 

"Kind of ironic," he add •. "Mall 
Cape D<>ry. are .ailboatl, but the 
California Cape Dory Owners' AMo-
dation WI. 8tarted Ihree y .... ago 
by two powerboal& and a mota .... iler, 
80 hero I am rommodore of a 90 PC'" 
cent "ilboot neet. 

"aut then. c..pe Dorys are the IIOrt 
u p<rwflboat that oaiJoro """ willin.r 
to.,..b docl<Ilne$ for." 


